METHOD, SYSTEM, AND STORAGE MEDIUM FOR SEARCHING MULTIPLE 
QUEUES FOR PRIORITIZED WORK ELEMENTS 

ABSTRACT 

A method of searching for work elements for processing in a computing system 
having a primary queue of work elements and at least one secondary queue of work 
elements. A numerical priority value is associated with each of the work elements. The 
method includes setting an initial priority bar and processing work elements from the 
primary queue until reaching a work element having a priority less than the initial priority 
bar. A priority bar is set equal to a minimum of a priority limit and a priority on the at 
least one secondary queue. If the primary queue contains a work element having a 
priority greater than or equal to the priority bar, then the work element is processed. If 
the primary queue contains a work element having a priority less than the priority bar, 
then a work element from the at least one secondary queue is processed. 
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